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Mama's tomato sauce as it passes by on
aconveger belt. A reader detects the tag's
unique identifier code and stores itin a list
ready to be sentto a central database,

3mnmnedquhcmd«uahm
sequentially with its identifier code. The plant

»

each box—and eachjar in the bax—responds ~-@" -
~—

sends lists of codes, both from the conveyor belt

Apailet containing
, boxes loaded with cans

The jar of Mama's and the entire box are

datected by 3 reader at the distribution
center. After the maswfacturer's computer
system is queried about the jar's identity and
shipping infermation, the lot is autematically
routed 1o tnack 47 without anyone having to
open and ingpect the box itis in,

and the packed boxes, to an Internet-based

computer system [blve arrows ), where they are
stored in a database that ties each jar, box and

pallet ta the originating factory.

The shipment of temato sauce arvives at

the supermarket, where itis
automatically added 1o the store’s inventory
system. Once the stocks fall below some
presatlevel, the imventory system can refay
amessage to the manufacturer’s computer
servers to send more. If a jar is defective or
has been tampered with, the imventony
system can query the manufacturer's server
about which plant produced the peoduct.

The customer doesn't have towaitina

checkout line, He or she can get the
amount of a purchase totaled by a reader while
pushing the cart along an aisle on the way out.
A personal digital assistant or another device
can list the goods and the total price, and the
customer can then press a button that
completes the transaction.

wm supermarket.

TAG NUMBER IS
9908 GGH?6.
JAR OF TOMATO
SAUCE SHIPPED FROM
ELIZABETH, N.J.,
FIRST DESTINATION:
QUIK-EE

eommmprlmuhmhguu
that includes Mama's for the next
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Once a jar is discarded,
the tag can help the
recycling center sort it into

the proper category.
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